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The Building Trades Employers Association 
has been in constant discussions with the 
Governor’s Office and Mayor’s Office in 
order to determine how contractors should 
proceed with the various Executive Orders 
set forth by NYS Empire State Development 
Corporation and NYC Department of 
Buildings. Here is what we know as of the 
date of this publication.

We will continue these efforts in 
coordination with our Member Associations 
and report them to you through reports of 
this nature which you can find on the 
website we set up to focus on information 
relating to the Coronavirus. Please go to 
www.bteany.com/covid19/ where these 
updates will be posted and for other critical 
information designed for contractors.

Governor Cuomo has announced that the New York City construction 
industry can restart construction projects defined as non-essential on 
Monday, June 8. Under this directive, New York City must operate for two 
weeks in Phase 1 before proceeding to Phase 2 “Full Re-Mobilization”.  Here 
are some guidelines as to what contractors should be doing as they get 
ready to ramp up their non-essential construction projects for Phase 1. 
These guidelines also prepare contractors for New York City’s full 
re-mobilization to be implemented in Phase 2. 

New York City Construction Industry
to Begin Phase One Re-Mobilization 

Lou Coletti
President
BTEA

Questions?

Disclaimer

Design

The information included int his BTEA 
Publication is for advisory purposes 
only. Please contact your attorney and 
other business advisors. 

Please submit any questions you may 
have and the BTEA will make every 
effort to get them answered and report 
it to the membership. Forward those 
questions to: dranshte@bteany.com

1. What Preparations Should Contractors Be Taking During Phase 1?

All Contractors are required to sign an affidavit of compliance that they agree 
to follow New York State COVID-19 protocols on each of their job sites with 
the NYS Department of Health. All Contractors must keep the confirmation 
receipt provided by the NYS Department of Labor of their affirmation and 
safety plan on jobsites for NYC Department of Buildings inspections, to avoid 
a potential $10,000 fine. 

The model form can be found here: 
https://forms.ny.gov/s3/ny-forward-affirmation.

The list of complete rules can also be found here: 
http://bteany.com/covid19/Publication8ConstructionMasterGuidance.pdf

4.  What about projects defined as essential construction and currently working?

• Construction for, or your business provides necessary support for construction projects 
involving, roads, bridges, transit facilities, utilities, hospitals or healthcare facilities, homeless 
shelters, or public or private schools.

• Construction for affordable housing, as defined as construction work where either a minimum of 
20% of the residential units are or will be deemed affordable and are or will be subject to a 
regulatory agreement and/or a declaration from a local, state, or federal government agency or  
where the project is being undertaken by, or on behalf of, a public housing authority.

• Construction necessary to protect the health and safety of occupants of a structure.

• Construction necessary to continue a project if allowing the project to remain undone would be 
unsafe, provided that the construction must be shut down when it is safe to do so.

• Construction for existing (i.e. currently underway) projects of an essential business.

• Construction work that is being completed by a single worker who is the sole employee/worker 
on the job site.

All projects currently under construction and defined as essential, must complete the affirmation 
confirmation signature and state plan required by the NYS Department of Labor and kept on the 
job site. 

2.  What Activities Can be Performed During Phase 1 for Non-Essential Projects? 

On Sunday evening, Empire State Development (ESD) posted updated guidance for construction activity in a region still 
operating under "NY on Pause"/not yet at Phase 1 of "NY Forward" – this include New York City. 

The new guidance reads as follows:

All non-essential construction is limited to only staging activities in regions that are not yet within the first phase of the state’s 
reopening plan, except emergency construction, (e.g. a project necessary to protect health and safety of the occupants, or to 
continue a project if it would be unsafe to allow to remain undone, but only to the point that it is safe to suspend work).

3. In addition to the State Recommendations, What Other Safety Requirements are Necessary for BTEA Managed 
Construction Projects?  

The Real Estate Board of New York (REBNY), Building Trade Employers Association Construction Managers, General 
Contractors and Specialty Trade Subcontractors and all Building Trade Unions have agreed that on all projects, all workers and 
everyone entering the job site must have their temperatures taken before entering the job site and must wear personal 
protective equipment, i.e. masks, at all times on the job site and not just when they work within 6 feet. These masks 
are not required to be N95 masks. Refer to the NYS Department of Health protocols which outline the masks that are allowed.

An in-person workforce an completed the following staging activities: 

• Clean, sanitize, and/or disinfect common and work areas.

• Test run hoists, elevators, cranes, and other equipment.

• Establish new and multiple entrances/exists to control the movement
of personnel and allow for health screening, including temperature taking.

• Install hand hygiene/wash stations or retrofit existing ones with
touchless faucets and dispensers.

• Install health screening stations or devices at entrances.

• Affix social distancing, hygiene, and cleaning/disinfection signage, including 
posters, markers, and directional arrows.

• Deliver and stockpile personal protective equipment (e.g. face coverings, 
face shields, gloves).

• Order, unload, and rough set materials that specialty contractors or 
subcontractors need to perform work (e.g. structural supports, piping, 
conduits, drywall).

What You Need to Know!

 5. Where Can I find Out More Information? 

BTEA members can go to our website https://www.bteany.com/covid19 to link onto the NYS Department of Health website 
and other information about the protocols, rules, regulations and guidance with respect to being in full compliance. 

6.  What About Projects That Had Been Designated as Essential and Allowed to Continue

ALL projects, even those designated as essential projects which continued to be active over the last seven weeks MUST follow 
all the above procedures and sign an affidavit of compliance with the NYS Department of Health and the other provisions 
outlined above. Failure to comply with the above procedures could lead to contractors being fined by the NYC Department of 
Buildings for failure to comply.


